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The University of Waterloo Library, although a relatively new institution having celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1982, has amassed a large book and archive collection of research materials relating to the history of women. Supplemented by the Library's general collection of some 1.7 million volumes, the bulk of the primary source of materials for women's studies is housed in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room. This repository contains over 18,000 rare books and about 125 archives collections. By far the longest established and most active of the many subject collections currently being developed is that relating to the history of women. The major focus of the collecting activity has been to acquire materials of Canadian interest in women's studies, and this national and Canadian strength is supported by materials published from the sixteenth through to the twentieth century from an international range of sources. While all materials in the Rare Book Room are in their original format, some items in the Library's general collection are of necessity in reprint or micro format. The purpose of the paper is to detail the history and describe the contents of the Library's resources relating to women's studies with the major emphasis being placed on those items housed in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room.
The history of the University's interest in women's studies explains in part the presence of both a rare book collection and a general stacks collection relating to the study of almost all disciplines from a woman's perspective. The beginnings of the collection can be traced back to 1965 and a happy coincidence -the interest in women's studies shown by the first University Librarian, Mrs. Doris Lewis, and the unique centennial project being planned for 1967 by the National Council of Women of Canada (NCWC). From 1954 to 1965 the NCWC, as a project of their Arts and Letters Committee, had been amassing a collection of books by and about women in order to provide a Canadian counterpart to such collections as England's Fawcett Library on the History of Women and the Arthur and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library on the History of Women in America at Radcliffe College. The National Council eventually named the collection the "Lady Aberdeen Library on the History of Women" in honour of Lady Ishbel Aberdeen, the wife of one of Canada's Governors-General and the founder and first president of the National Council, who had also served as the President of the International Council of Women for nearly twenty years. In 1965, the National Council decided to seek a permanent home for their collection which by then numbered some 2000 items. After considering several Canadian repositories they visited Mrs. Lewis at the eight yearold University of Waterloo and "liked tremendously what they saw and what they heard." 1 It was decided that the collection should come to Waterloo and with the collection came the sum of two thousand dollars to cover the costs of processing and integrating the collection into the Library's system. The story of those collecting years and the enthusiasm and involvement of the National Council members across Canada, as well as the contributions made by various other National Councils, has been told in a 1967 pamphlet published jointly by the Canadian National Council and the University of Waterloo Library. This pamphlet has recently been reprinted in the catalogue of the Lady Aberdeen Library, compiled by Jane Britton and published by the Library as No. 7 in its Bibliography Series. Throughout the past decade, the Library has been acquiring material to support the teaching and research of the students and faculty members of the University of Waterloo, and thus the general stacks collection of monographs, periodicals, government documents and micro-materials provides contemporary resources for such a study.
In addition to acquiring materials to support course work, the Library experienced a phenomenon common to institutions receiving such large gifts as the Lady Aberdeen Library. Following the publicity and scholarly activity surrounding the 1967 gift, many valuable donations of books and archives relating to women were made to the Library. Most notable among these gifts were two important donations, the first being the 200 volume library of books formed by the Canadian Women's Press Club (Toronto Branch) and the second a cheque, to be used to acquire additional materials, from the Canadian Federation of University Women representing the profits from the sale of their ) reveal all too clearly how a woman would occupy her day. The presentation inscriptions, often one can assume, from mother to daughter, first aid recipes noted in the margins and scribbled recipes on fly-leaves and endpapers all help to bring to life the domestic routine of an earlier era and add to the charm of these seemingly ordinary volumes. Representing as they do the conventions and standards of their day, items in this group give a realistic view of the domestic routines of earlier years. Copies of this murder mystery story were immediately withdrawn by Miss Leslie due to the uproar caused by its publication. Based on thinly disguised names and places in the vicinity of Drumbo, Ontario, the novel caused such distress among the local citizens that its distribution was stopped by Miss Leslie and few copies have come to light in the last one hundred years. Narratives of Indian captivities are relatively infrequent occurences in Canadian literature and one of the most interesting was written by two women in 1885. A brief and authentic account by Theresa Gowanlock and Theresa Delaney, Two months in the camp of Big Bear, published in 1885 contains the story of two women who accompanied their husbands to Frog Lake just as the North West Rebellion of 1885 broke out. Both women describe in the narrative the murder of their husbands before their eyes and their subsequent wanderings on the prairies until they were rescued by the Mounted Police.
Other collections in the Rare Books Room, although not acquired with women's studies in mind, have been found to have rich research potential. Largest of these is the Henry H. Crapo Dance Collection, described as "the only sizeable special collection of rare materials relating to the history of dance and ballet found in any collection in Canada" 6 which contains a number of items useful for women's studies. These items range from Raoul Feuillet's landmark treatise of 1704 Recueil de dances (Paris: Chez Feuiller, 1704) containing as it does dances recommended "tant pour homme que pour femmes" to the very fine library of a Belgian dancer who danced under the stage name of "Isa Belli." Isa Belli's library contains some of the most important treatises on dance and was collected by her from 1945 to 1966. In 1967 Dr. Crapo, a former University of Waterloo faculty member and donor of the nucleus collections, purchased many of the books in her collection and in 1979 the University of Waterloo was able to purchase a further portion of the personal library of this ballerina, most noted for her work in keeping dance alive in Belgium during the period of the second World War. The library has recently acquired, with the assistance of a grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, a second library of books formed by a woman dancer, Hilda Butsova who was for many years understudy to Anna Pavlova. Butsova's great personal interest in publications on Pavlova as well as on other significant ballerinas make this collection a rich resource for dance as well as for biography. Biographies and detailed information on both Isa Belli and Butsova are sadly lacking and certainly a study of their personal libraries, as represented in their collection in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room, and of their collecting experiences would shed light on their philosophy and theory of dance. Personal libraries provide a tantalizing glimpse into the lives of the famous and present excellent research potential to the scholar.
Another very large collection, which is made up of writings, engravings and critical works of the English sculptor and author Eric Gill, provides researchers with a unique and individual view of many aspects of social and family history in England from 1916 to 1940. Gill's philosophy and writings on such topics as birth control, dress, costume and beauty, as well as his relationship with several important English contemporaries, such as Beatrice Warde, Faith Ashford and Eleanor Farjeon, provide interesting research opportunities among the over six hundred items in this collection.
An archive collection, and one most illustrative of the latent potential of many collections, is the manuscript diaries of fur trader Donald McKay from 1799-1806. These diaries, the originals of which are housed in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room, were used by Jennifer Brown in her recent study of the Canadian fur trade entitled Private press editions of other women writers are also available and, in the Canadian context, the almost complete set of "Ryerson Poetry Chapbooks" contains a large number of titles by lesser-known Canadian writers. Works of Victoria Sackville-West, Edith Sitwell, and others are frequently found in these collections.
It is, however, in the area of archives that the University of Waterloo collections are strongest, and it is in using such primary resources that the most significant and exciting research on the history of Canadian women is being done, both at the University of Waterloo and elsewhere. In contrast to most Canadian institutions, the University of Waterloo's collections of women's papers were developed from the first as resources for the study of the history of women and thus do not suffer from the problems of other institutions in which women's papers are often buried in the papers of their more well-known and usually more powerful male relatives. The difficulties experienced by such institutions and by their researchers in identifying, recovering and assessing such hidden records have been commented on by a number of Canadian writers and most eloquently by Dr. Veronica Strong-Boag. StrongBoag's analysis of existing resources and her recommendations to the Canadian archival community are important comments on the need for a systematic and complete retrieval of documentation essential to a comprehensive view of Canadian history from a woman's perspective.
The University of Waterloo archive collections, acquired as they were as a direct result and in many cases as a part of the gift of the Lady Aberdeen Library present a wide range of original resources. Foremost among these collections is that of Dr. Elizabeth Smith Shortt, one of the first three women to graduate in medicine in Canada. Covering some twenty-one feet of shelf space this collection was donated by Dr. Shortt's daughters, Miss Lorraine Shortt and Mrs. Muriel Clarke. A member of the National Council of Women in Canada, Mrs. Clarke was inspired by the 1967 donation of the Lady Aberdeen Library to donate her mother's papers to the University of Waterloo where they have received considerable research attention. Born to a prosperous Ontario farming family in Winona, Ontario, in 1859, Elizabeth Smith first sought a career as a teacher but left teaching to attend Medical School at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario. Graduating in 1884 after a sometimes stormy student career, Dr. Shortt entered general practice in Hamilton, Ontario. In 1886, she married Dr. Adam Shortt, at that time a faculty member at Queen's University, and took up a teaching position there which she held until 1893. An ardent diarist and letter-writer, Dr.
Shortt's papers amply document her life from her first diary entry in 1872 until her death in 1949. Her diaries, outlining as they do her difficult life at Queen's Medical College are perhaps the most important part of the collection, and portions of the diaries have been edited for publication by Dr. Veronica Strong-Board.
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Supplemented as they are by original materials from Elizabeth's sister, Mauritania, her mother Damaris Isabella (McGee) and her daughter, Mrs. Muriel Clarke, this collection covers a broad range of Canadian women's educational, medical and rural experience.
To turn from this, the largest collection in the Doris Lewis Rare Book Room, to a collection which numbers among the smallest, takes the researcher to a very important judicial and legal decision affecting Canadian women. This collection is made up of the papers of Judge Emily Murphy and the decision referred to is the socalled "Persons Case" of 1929. Emily Murphy had been appointed in 1916 as the first woman Magistrate in the British Empire and it was she who inaugurated and brought to a succesful issue the movement that resulted in the British Privy Council decision of 1929 declaring that women were to be considered "persons" under the terms of what was then Canada's constitution, the British North America Act. As a result of this constitutional ruling, women were given the right to be appointed to the Senate of Canada. Although the bulk of Murphy's papers are housed in the City of Edmonton (Alberta) Archives, Following the death of Kaufman in 1979, his Estate donated the remaining files of the Parents' Information Bureau and these two collections present a wide range of material for documenting Canadian attitudes towards birth control from 1930 to World War II. Kaufman had established the Parents' Information Bureau in Kitchener, Ontario, following his discovery of high fertility among the poor and unskilled workers whom he had been forced to lay off in 1929. These files reveal the growth of the Bureau during the 1930's and detail Kaufman's attitudes to birth control as they were revealed in his printed statements. Most recently, the transcription of a 1977 interview with Kaufman has been donated by a researcher and although the transcript and Kaufman's comments on it are restricted, access may be had by applying to the interviewer. Two other collections, both relating to Canadian medical matters, will be found in the collection. The first of these is the collection of correspondence and clippings of Canadian nurse Catherine Taylor (1874 Taylor ( -1967 Papers and materials of other Canadian writers included in the collection are those of journalist E. Cora Hind. These consist of two audio tapes, printed biographical and photographic material prepared by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation documenting her life, and a scrapbook of articles published by Annie Elizabeth May Hewlett. This scrapbook details the life on "Cannington Manor," a community established by a group of Englishmen in the 1880's in southeastern Saskatchewan.
Also included in the collection are writers who were non-Canadian but who, in many cases, had connections with other National Councils of Women and thus decided to make their papers a part of the Lady Aberdeen Library on the History of Women. In other cases, small collections were acquired by purchase or donation. Collections received under the former category -as a part of an at times tenuous connection with various Councils of Women -include some pieces of correspondence of Emily Bax, the second woman to be employed as secretary at the American Embassy in London and author of Miss Bax of the Embassy (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1939) . A collection of one linear foot of materials of Alice Riggs Hunt (1884 Hunt ( -1974 , journalist and suffrage worker, contains papers made up of correspondence with such figures as E. Sylvia Pankhurst, Carrie Chapman Catt and Jane Addams, as well as manuscripts of her unpublished reports of the Paris Peace Conference of 1918. Included in this collection are memorbilia of the type which, although they add little to the scholarly research value of the collection, do wonders to bring to life a particular period. Included in Hunt's papers are souvenirs and realia of various suffrage conferences and meetings of the Votes for Women Party, which include a linen breast banner and a flag in purple and gold imprinted with the slogan "Votes for Women," an accordian style photograph album opening to six feet in length entitled "Parade of Suffragists on Fifth Avenue, New York City, May 6, 1911," in which many of the participants have been identified in manuscript notes on each photograph, and a small china statue of three squawking geese with the phrase "We want our votes" printed on its base.
Another important item, in this case donated by a British author to the National Council of Women of Canada in honour of the death of a Canadian friend, is an 141-page unpublished typescript bound in blue boards with the title in gilt on the upper cover "History of the Canadian Hut." Written by Gladys Lillian King and dated September 1919, the manuscript outlines the work of the Canadian Y.M.C. A. in establishing a "hut" or hostel in London for Canadian soldiers on leave during World War I. King, a member of the Military Women Police, details her experiences under such headings as "Weakness Personified: Showing how men under the influence of alcohol were assisted and cared for, with anecdotes"; "The Greatest Social Problem -being a straightforward talk -from a woman's point of view -on a subject that should concern all thinking people" and "Peace-Victory Marches-Farewell."
Included among non-Canadian papers acquired by purchase or gift is a letter written by Victoria Sackville-West dated March 9, 1944 in which she discusses the effects of the war on South-West England; an apparently unpublished play by Naomi Gwladys Royde-Smith entitled "Mafro"; two letters written by American suffragette Lucy Stone, founder of the Woman's journal and a letter dated 1838 written by Amelia Opieand inserted in her 1937 biography written by Jacobine Menzies-Wilson and Helen Lloyd.
Papers of two women actively involved in Canadian radio broadcasting are also available in the collection, both having been acquired in conjunction with the gift of the Lady Aberdeen Library. Elizabeth Long's connections with the National Council of Women were very close as she had served as Vice-President of that group as well as Vice-President of the International Council of Women. Long was also the convenor of the project to put together the Lady Aberdeen Library and her papers contain a great deal of information on the formation of that collection. In her professional life, Long worked for the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and was the first woman in that organization to hold an important executive position, that of Supervisor of Women's Interests. In this capacity Miss Long prepared a series of radio braodcasts on women which were said to be the most comprehensive plan of international broadcasts for women of any radio system in the world. The research notes for these broadcasts and the resulting radio scripts all form a part of Long's three foot archive.
The papers of a second broadcaster, Ms. Claire Wallace, also contain both the research notes and finished scripts of various radio shows directed towards women beginning in 1935. An index to all persons mentioned in Wallace's major shows "Teatime Topics" and "They tell Me" has been prepared and provides access to material in the over fourteen feet of radio script scrapbooks compiled by Wallace. In 1942 Wallace had the distinction of being the first woman to broadcast nationally over the CBC network and in 1946 received the Beaver Award as Canada's top woman commentator.
